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castles here, out of the hands of their old brethren in
rebellion, for the service of the King; just saving the tide,
and putting in a stock of merit, sufficient not only to pre-
serve the lands which the Catholics lost by their loyalty;
but likewise to preserve their civil and military employments,
or be higher advanced.

Those insurrections wherewith the Catholics are charged
from the beginning of the seventeenth century to the great
English rebellion, were occasioned by many oppressions
they lay under. They had no intention to introduce a new
religion, but to enjoy the liberty of preserving the old; the
very same which their ancestors professed from the time
that Christianity was first introduced into this island, which
was by Catholics; but whether mingled with corruptions, as
some pretend, doth not belong to the question. They had
no design to change the government; they never attempted
to fight against, to imprison, to betray, to sell, to bring to a
trial, or to murder their King. The schismatics acted by a
spirit directly contrary; they united in a Solemn League and
Covenant, to alter the whole system of spiritual government,
established in all Christian nations, and of apostolic insti-
tution ; concluding the tragedy with the murder of the King
in cold blood, and upon mature deliberation; at the same
time changing the monarchy into a commonwealth.

The Catholics of Ireland, in the great rebellion, lost
their estates for fighting in defence of their King. The
schismatics, who cut of! the father's head, forced the son
to fly for his life, and overturned the whole ancient frame
of government, religious and civil; obtained grants of those
very estates which the Catholics lost in defence of the
ancient constitution, many of which estates are at this day
possessed by the posterity of those schismatics: And thus,
they gained by their rebellion what the Catholics lost by
their loyalty.1

We allow the Catholics to be brethren of the Dissenters ;
some people, indeed, (which we cannot allow) would have
them to be our children, because we both dissent from the
Church established, and both agree in abolishing this per-
secuting Sacramental Test; by which negative discourage-

1 This paragraph is omitted in edition of 1743, but it is printed in
that of 1755. [T. S.]